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The University of Washington Conference on Romanian Language
and Literat&re took place May 12-13, 1972 in the 66nference Room
of the Suzzallo Library on the Universi%y of Washington campus.
Attencancé ‘averaged 40-50 people at all Sessions.

The Conference consisted of three sessions devoted to the
reading of scholarly papers, one session to discussicn of the

state of thé field, and a plenum address.

The 16 papers were of generally high gquality and very well

'received.
tixie—repont-,

The plenum address by Professor Constantin Giurescu, current
holder of the Nicolae Iorga Chair of History at Columtia University,
was on the topic of "Cultural Relations between Romania aﬁd the
United States" and provided a welcome doc$mentation in sﬁpport
of the need for precisgly such coaferences as ours. The extent
of cultural relations between our countries has tended to be

“

' ignored in recent years. .
The "state of the fidld" session was very useful. The topic§

introduced for disqussion we, in three general categories:

cultural exchanges, teaching aterials, and organiza%ion of

inﬁerested scholars foraimpr ed communication.

3




-2-

- -

Miss Georgene Lovecky presented a summary of achievemengs
and perspectives in the cultural exchange program administered
by the, Committee on .the Internétional Exchance of Persons. She
indicated a steady growth from one teacher exchangee in l963 6l
o as mmany as six in -the coming year. On the research side there

are currently 32 Romanian scholars in the country

+ Most of the discussion revolved around how cne applies

either for personal participation in the program orbhow a
° ' : ! R \
University .qualifies for a visiting, Romanian professor. Miss

Lovecky elucidated the proper procedures.

e

One criticism of the exchange program was. 1eveled at the
lack of fluency in the language of the host'country. It %as
suggested that tne Romanians are beginning to.solve this problem
with intensive courses in English at both Cluj and Bucharest.

On our side it was suggested thet funds be sought for holders

of long-terms grants in Romanian.for attendance at summer
intensive language(programs such as the current one at the". ..

University of Washington. It has.been our experience that one

summer provides for basic conversation and a starting point

for sufficient languare profi ciency for research ’
Other suggestions for improving the excnange program

generally agreed on by the discussants.can best te summarized

in the report of Professor Adrian Jaffe. ile outlined:the ‘

following desiderata- ’

v
1. American professors in particular should be ready to \
teach general courses in culture and smaller courses

in poetry, theater and writing. Modern literature and
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contemporary activities are of spedial interest to
Romanian students; therefore, it is not necessary ’
for the professor to be a specialist, but 1t 1s very

important for him to be flexible.

«

2. Persons should, be as sured in advance that the reguired
materidls will be available; projects should encompass
only areas where supplies and facilities-are availlable,

3. Access to needed bibliographic materials should‘be
provided through a program of xeroxing out of books which
are not otherwise available.

. Responsio*lity for the evaluation of programs and the
development of future plans should rest with specific
officials as an///going function; but a general meeting

. of former excnange participants would surely contribute
\ to better programs in the future. ) {
We are sure that all partioipants beneiited through the
open exchange of views by both Rcmanians and Americans who have «

.Y . . R .
participated in the exchange. :

4 - .

Professor James Algeo presented a review of availagle : ;

¢

teaching materials for Romanian. here seemed to be a consensus

that although the recently published textbook Modern Pomanian,

by Augerot and Popescu (University of Washington Press, Seattle,
1971) has filled the need at the beginning level, there is a
great shortage of follow-up .materials such as readers and more

$ -

thorough grammatical aids. i .

ES ” .
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,franslations of Romanian literature ang literary criticlism,

F o~
[ l oo *

-

Another problem of concern to several was the lack of good

.. -«
Several remarked that it was very difficult to offer any o

reasonable survey of Romanian literature or culéhre due to the

absence of materials. The participants were asked to contact
> .
Professor Mersereau of the University cf Michigan in regard to

the possible appearance of a history of Romanian literature.

It was generally recommended that one should be written rather

than translating an extant one.

Finally, it was universally agreed that no decent Romanian-

Y

English-English~Romanian dictionaries exist. There were, ‘how-

ever, no snggestions as to ho?’the prcblem might be solved short

of“a collaborative effort between national .academies.

Professor Algeo.also lamented the fact that Romanian is a’

>

s ¥
' f
pcor step-sister in Romance departments'aropnd the*country. - He

noped that this Conference would help demonstrate the interest:

and imoortance of Romanian to recalcjtrant deDartment chairmen

s R
-

wno refuse to let it into the fold.

Professor Dan Grigorescu of the Romanian Liorary in iNew
York City described _the Libraty and its services. ‘He put out

A

a call for 9eneral information which he promised to include in
the Library Newsletter. ProfegsonhGrigorescu also indicated
that the Library hoped to publish supolements to the newsletter
consisting of scholarly papers hoth by Romanians and Americans.

Professor Grigorescu left the impression that the Romanian

Library was very willing to cooperate_with any venture mutuallyi

beneficial to our respective countries.

Bt
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Fina}ly, potential ‘organizationsof scholars interested in
Romania whs discussed. It was generaliy agreed that some rform
of commﬁnication should be established but no firm.decision
was taken on such items as annual mgetiﬁgs or news;etfers,

Professor Michael Impe& suggested that the Kentuc?y Foreign
Languagé"Confereﬁce‘wiii be able to méﬁe_two sections available
to Romanian studies. Professér Impey felt that thlis could be
’used as a."stop-gap" measure until something more pérmanent can
be devised:. It was then suégested that the Western élavic
’ Association might also pro&ide a.pléce for meetinéé at least for
West Coast scholars. It was decided that Proféssor nges Augerot

should,attem@t,to find a publisher for-the Proceedings of the

Cépference. Professor Augerot is now éttempting to do just that.
. Professor Dan Grigorescu and Ambaésédor Corneliu Bogdan
suggested that the .offleial Romanian coﬂ%ingent in this country
could be depended on in the future for some sgpport for such
conferences. Professor Grigorescu further stated that he would

be happy to serve us by including news of the profession in the

Romanian Library newsletter. - .

Mong—with—£4v eport, we Fode a4
Het.af Iinterested sehelamss—with—Conference—pantiaipants—narked
- with—en—astepiskr

’

We must conclude that the Conference was a success. First,
because communication among people with common interests has firmly

been established. Second, some of the barriers between emigfé

» N .
: ~
’
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aand current nationals were lowered sufflciently to a;}ow contdcts |

eften thought, impossible before. Third, the status of Romanién. .

gtudles was.(and, with the publication -of the Proceedings, will

be) enhanced by giving an indication of the seéious scholarship

new going on in the Uni%pd States. And, finally, it would appear

that an enjoyable time was -had by all.

Centract Officer Py ject Director
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